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SERMON. 
John 5th 39th verse. 


“ Searth the scriptures for in them ye think ye have Eter- 
nal life and they are they which testify of me.” 

The text was spoken by Jesus Christ and directed to the 
Jews, who pere-euted, and tried fo sley him because he 
had healed the sick man onthe sabbath. Such were their 
prejudices, that they opposed im in every possible man- 
ner, and attribyted his works to the agency of the devil. 
To those very works he appealed for the evidence of his 
divi ission ; and if they will not believe for the work 
directs them to search the scriptures in which 
to believe, in which they thought they had 
life. and which clearly testified of him as the Me- 










s 
> é of transgression, wipe tears from all faces, and swallow 
op death in victory. 
~« * isgame appeal is made to the divine testimony as 
found jn the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. They 
have Moses and the Prophets let them hearthem. If they 
bélieve not Moses and the Prophets. neither will they be 
persuaded tho’ one rose from the dead. 
The scriptures contédin the evidence of eternal life. “God 
“aff given unto us eternal life, and the life is in his Son.” 
The scriptures testify of Jesus, and unio them must both 
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the just one who should finish sin and make an 
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filled, which saith, and he was numbered with the traus- 

r.” The scripture alinded to is Isaiah 53,12, Luke 
4,21. “This day is this seripiure fulfilled m. your ears.” 
The scripture quoted is Isaiah €1, 1,2. Acts 1, 16, Men 
and brethren this scripture must needs be fulfilled wich 
the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spoke concerning 
Judas.”-.The seripture alluded (ois Psai 41,20. fom. 
1,2, “Which he Had promised betore by his Prople su 
the Holy scripture.” And again. Rom. 16, 25,26. Now 
to him that is of power to establish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according io the 
revelation of the mystery which was kept secret since the 
world began. But now is made manifest, and by the serip- 
tures of the prophets, according to the commandments of 
the everlasting God, made known to all nations, for the obe- 
dience of faith. 

To the writings of Moses and the Prophets, Jesus refers 
for the evidence of his mission, and the proof of his au- 
thority. Hence what is recorded in the New ‘lesianent 
of his life, his doctrine, his siferings, and jus death, are vut 
the fulfilment of the scriptures of the prophets in the Old 
Testament; and if reference is to be had to the Old Tes- 
tament, for proof of his Messiahsluip. His mission, his la- 











bers, his doctrine and his death, must effect, an! aceonip] sh 


ithe declared purposes expressed in the wr:tngs of the 
| Prophets. 


it naturally foliows,»f Christ diffezs in any de- 


jew and gentile go for eternal life, and the consolations of) gree from those declarations which are said to refer to bum, 


the Gospel. We will then search the scriptures, for those 
things that belong te our peace. Our first enquiry will be 


he is not the Mesiah of the Old Testament, nor the just one 


Israel was to expect ; in which case, the Jews would be 


directed to what in'the text is called scripture, and which, | justified in rejecting him. 


Jape egllacted tc seareh. Whew 





‘wor “Phe exhortition ty seerth the veriptuies, the writings of 
ScripTuRE—we have been generally to consider Gods holy Prophets, which testify of Jesus, is to us, as much 


the Old and New Testament as included, and however pro- 


per it miiy be for us, while speaking of the Holy Bible or} 


scriptures, to include them both; yet the scrirTores 


,2s to ancient Israel. ‘To them we appeal, determined they 
shall be the criterion by which we will be governed in 
‘searching for eternal life. 


mentioned in the text, and which we are directed to search,| This was done by all the messengers of God. Witness 
refer wholly to the Old Testament, and has nothing to do|the language of the Angel to Joseph. “And he shall bring 
with the New. This is proved, by the fact. that at the time) forth a Son and thou shalt call his name Jesus for he sball 
the text was spoken, the books contained in the New Tes-|save his people from their sins. Now all this was done that 
tament were not written, nor were they till some years af-|it might be fulfilled what was spoken by the Prophet,” — 
ter. As much is said about the scripture, and a variety of|see Isaiah 7, 14. 
opinions exist, which tend much to perplex the mind, it} Mat. 1, 14.—“When he arose he took the young child 
will be well to notice that the word scripture, is derived|and his mother by night and departed into Egypt. And 
from the Latin word scrrrTura which signifies, ru wrt- | was there until ihe death of Herod, that it might be fal- 
‘riveg—ar:l may be applied to any writing whatsoever.—| filled, which wae spoken of the Lord by the Prophet.”— 





By way of eminence it is exclusively applied to the Holy 


ireferring to Hosea 11, 1. 
writings, as they contain the rule of life, of faith and prac-| 


Mat. 8, 16, 17. “When even was come, they brought unto 


tice, poiatthe way of salvation, teach us the will of God, | him many that were possessed with devils, and he cast But 


bring life and immortality to light, and are of the utmost 
importance for usto know. The Gospel of St. John was 
written about the year 68 of the Christian era—nearly 40 


| 
; 
i 





the spirits with his word, and healed al! that were sick : that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the Proph- 
et, saying, Himself took oar infirmities, and bear our sick- 


years after ihe things therein mentioned took place, and the|nesses.” See feaiah 53, 4. 


books of the New 'estament were not compiled, and put 


Mat. 26,31. “All ye shall be offended because of me 


together until the year 210, by Onre1n who is acknowl-/this night, for it is written, I will smite the sheperd, and the 


edged as being a Universalist. The common opinion how-| 


ever has been, that the New Téstament was compiled, by 
the council of Laopicra in the year 364. These things 
are mentioned to show, that when referred to the scrip- 
tures inall the New Testament, the writings of Moses and 
the Prophets are meant, in evidence of which a few passa- 
ges will be noticed. 

In Mark 12, 10—Jesus saith “ And have ye not read this 
scripture? The stone which the builders rejected is become 
the head of the corner.”—-The scripture referred to is the 
118 Psalm, 22. Mark 15,28, “ And the scripture was ful- 


sheep shali be scattered.”—Alluding to Zechariah» 13, 7. 

Mat. 26, 53,54. “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray 
tomy Father, and he shall presently give me mere than 
twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the scrip-~ 
tures be iulfilled, that thus it must be.” The ecriptures_ 
referred to are, Psalm 22, Isaiah 53, 3,7. Again 
156. “But all this was done, that the scriptures of the 
Prophets might be fulfilled.” , 

It will be unnecessary to multiply quotations. It is ev- 
ident, that Jesus submitted to, and suffered many things, 
that thescriptures mizht he fulfilled, the scriptures of the 
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Old Testament. Ia more particular reference to the text, 


Jesus adm:ts the truth and propriety of the Jews in think- 


ing they had Eternal life in the scriptures ; but that those 
scriptures which contained the evidences of Eternal life, 
did testify of hin, who is the life of the world. 

In examining the scriptures for the testimony of Jesus, 
but few, of the many heart cheering evidences can be at- 
tended to ; those, we bring to view shall be iliustrated ae- 
cording to the use made of them, by the writers of the 
New Testament, for they being men, under the immediate 
infidence of the spirit of redeeming love, must be suppo- 
sed to understand these things. Hence this sermon will be 
little more than the Old and New Testaments arranged 
together, in their most obvious interpretation and meaning, 
that the evidences of the system of salvation may appear 
in their most plain signification. We commence with the 
history of man’s disobedience and the uahappy sitaetion in 
gonsequence of transgtession. The account of man’s dis- 
obedience is plainly related in the Bible. ‘The consequence 
resulting from the transgrestion, appear to be misunder- 
stood. Man by disobedience was placed in a situation, in 
which, if the anger of the Lord was enkind!led,—if his 
wrath burned with terrible indignation, it would have 
been shown forth in all its power ; acd man must have felt 
all its horrible consequences. 

But that almighty Being, who is the same yesterday, to 
day and forever, and who changes not, is represented as vis- 
iting the garden in the cool of the day, and on finding his 
deluded children, confines his declarations altogether to the 
paius, the sorrows, the labors and trials; that would attend 
them on this side of the grave. Nothing is said of troubles 
or miseries in another world, A curse is prononnced on 
the serpent who deceived our first parents, an] enmity 
placed, between the seed of the woman and that of the 
serpent. ‘The woman’s seed it is promised should prevail, 
though bruised in the heal ;—should bruise the serpents 
head, 


This bruising of the serpents head, if it has any meaning 
attached to it, must have reference to the complete destruc- 
tion of the power of the areh deceiver. And all those 
vonsequences that result from the deception. In this opin- 
ion commentators are most generally agreed ; but the best 

eommentators, and those only which we shall follow are 
- the Apostles of the Lamb, 


St. Paul with undoubted reference to this subject says, 
Fieb. 2, 14, “For as much then as the children are parta- 
kers of flesh and blood, healso himself likewise took 
part of the same: that thro’ death he might destroy him 
that hath the power of death, that is the devil ; and deliv- 
er them, who through fear of death, were all their life time 
subject to bondage.” The destruction of the tempter, and 
deceiver of mankind is here declared,—“him that hath the 
power of death that is the devil” shall be destroyed. The 
serpents head shall be bruised. He shall no longer tieceive, 
To be carnally minded is death, death shall be destroyed. 
The question may be asked, will not the effects of the de- 
ception eternally remain? The Apostle Jahn shall give 
the answer. He that committeth sin is of the devil; the 
devil simucth from the beginning. For this purpose was the 
Son of God manifested, that he might destroy the works 
of the devil,”. John 3,9. ‘The works of the devil are sin. 
Sin, Jesus came to destroy. According to the Scripture. 
“He shall finish sin, make an end of transgression, make 
reconciliation for iniquity and bring in an everlasting right- 
eousness.” ‘The language of the New Testament is, “He 
shall save his people from their sins.” THe must reign un- 
til he hath put ail his enemies under his feet, the last ene- 
my that shall be destroyed is death. 


With death, him that hath the power of death shall be 
destroyed. Therefore there shall be no more death—zei- 
ther sorrow nor crying, for behold I make all things new. 
Thus on the very threshold of our search, we find etersial 
life; through the bruising of the serpents head. The in- 
timution ef a Saviour, and ef all the glories that will en- 


sue. Being thus encouraged we willcentinue our search 
and pray God to bless us with the light ef keavenly 
truth. 


(T0 BE CONTINUED.) 





The following extract from a Sermon written by the 
Rev. Lawrence STERNE, from Luke 14, 10, 11, on pripe. 
Is considered worthy the attention of the readers of the 
Inquirer,—as containing excellent instruction. Weshould 
have been happy, did our limits admit, to have given the 
whole sermon, as he endeavors toshow “ that pride is the 
vice of little contracted souls,” and “ that whatever affee- 
tation of greatness it generally wears and carries in the 
‘looks, there is always meanness in the heart of it,”’—that 
“a haughty and an abject temper, are much nearer a kin 
than they will acknowledge ;—tike poor relations they 
look a little shy at one another,” but are collateral branches 
from onestem. But as our limits are prescribed, we gpust 
content ourselves with giving the following extract 


“ A third argument against pride, is the watural c 
tion it has with viees of an unsocial aspect: the Sc 
seldom introduces it alone—Anger, or Strife, or Rev 
or some inimical passion, is ever upon the stage with it 
the proofs and reasons of which | have not time to enlarge 
on, and therefore shall say no more upon this arghment, 
than this,—That, was there no other—yet the bad compa- 
ny this vice is generally found im, would be sufficient, by it- 
self, to engage a man to avoid it. 

‘Thus much for the moral considerations upon this sub- 
ject; a great part of which, as they illustrate chiefly the 
inconveniences of Pride ina social light, may seem to have 
a greater tendency to make men guard the appearances of 
it, than conquer the passion itself, and root it out of their 
nature, ‘To do this effectually, we must add the arguments 
of religion, without which,the best moral discourse may 


iprove li a cold political lecture, taught 
[merely to gi ion, 80 as not to be injurious toe 
‘man’s present interest or quiet; all which, a man may 


‘learn to practice well enough, and yet, at the same time, be 
a perfect stranger to the best part of humility, which im- 
plies, not a concealment of Pride, but an absolute conquest 
over the first risings of it which, are felt in the heart of 
man. 

And first, one of the most persuasive arguments which 
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religion offers to this eud, is that which arises from the state 
and condition of ourselves, both as to our natural and moral 
imperfections. It is impossible to reflect a moment upow 
this hint, but with a heart full of the humble exclamation, 
O God! what is man !—even a thing of nought—a poor, 
infirm, miserable, short lived creature, that passes: away 
like a shadow, and is hastening off the stage, where the 
theatrical titles and distinctions, and the whole mask of 
Pride which he has worn for a day, will fall off, and leave 
him naked, as a neglected slave. Send forth your imag~- 
ination, I beseech you, to view the last scene of the greatest 
and proudest who ever awed and governed the world—See 
the empty vapour disappearing ! one of the arrows of mor- 
tality this moment sticks fast within him :—See !—it for- 
ces out his life, and freezes his blood and spirits.—Approach 
his bed of state—lift up the curtain—regard a moment 
with silence—are these cold hands and pale lips, all that is 
left of him, who was canonized by his own pride, or made 
a god of by his flatterers ? 

O my soul! with what dreams hast thou been bewitch- 
ed? How hast thou been deluded by the objects thou hast 
so eagerly grasped at?, 

If this reflection from the natural imperfection of man, 
which he cannot remedy, does nevertheless strike a damp 
upon human Pride ; much more must the considerations de 
so, which arise from the wilful depravations of his nature. 

Survey yourselyes, my dear Christians, a few moments 
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and disorderly set of creatures, going wrong seven times in 
a day,—acting sometimes every hour of it against your 
own convictions—your own interests, and the intentions of 
your God, who wills and proposes nothing but your happi- 
ness and prosperity—What reason docs this view furnish 
you for pride? How many does it suggest, to mortify and 
make youashamed ? Well might the son of Syrach say, 
in that sareastical remark of his upon it, that Prinz was 
not made for man ;—for some purposes, and for some par- 
ticular beings, the passion might have been shaped—but 
not for him ;—fancy it where you will, it is no where so 
improper,—it is in no creature so unbecoming. 

But why so cold an assent, to so uncontested a truth! 
Perhaps thou hast reasons to be proud: for heavens sake 
let us hear them. Thon hast the advantages of birth and 
title to boast of—or thou standest in the sunshine of court 
favour—or thou hast a large fortune—or great talents—or | 





in this hght—betold a disobedient, ungrateful, intractable, 


be proud of any thing in this silly world, it should be ef 
this honest alliance. 





———— -- 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
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ay 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 


Sir—Not long sinee I had put into my hands the * Reli-. 
gious Intelligencer,” published at New Haven,—and the 
first thing about it that arrested my attention was the Wojlo 
—* Behold I brmg you good tidings of great joy.” On 
reading this, | was led to query—fo whom were these good 
tidings of great joy, meant lo apply? It could not be good 
news for the elect, unless they were so designated ae to be 
assured they were of that number who were saved before 
the foundation of the world, These tidings could net have 
been sent tothe zon eleri—they were irrevocably destined 
to eternal perdition, at the same time the elect were regis- 
tered for salvation. To whom thea shall we apply this 








much lear wing or nature at benenee red eee upon | blessed news? But let usstop a moment and read the 
red yee bennett ns oo | tar semaecap gl ast whole passage. (Luke 2,10) “ Behold { bring you govd 
ou rais is TANCUU! SFUCIUFE 2=—16 ‘Lo mune them. |tijings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 7 a/? 
. _ art eres es he 5 ec aye One people ? Yes, reader, to all people: And here you have 
ropof thy blood to be humble: ih y § no man ‘another among the ten thousand instances of the duplicity 
fs ager vee ates ad. panoe nd  ibinget fi it and hypoeriey. of the orthodox teachers of Christianity. 
is e, wna clea ecur p= sr" €§!Why did they stop short of the whole sentence, if it were 
@ hero step forth in the canvas, and detaches his figure | not io deceive? There is xo period where they leave off, 
from the group, in which he would otherwise stand COn- nothing buta comma; nor is there any meaning te the 
founded for ever. words without the whole sentence. And yet tins is tli 
If thou a rich, ee show the gr aoe 7 “xd fortunes) method the people are to be cheated, deceived, gulled.; 
or, be is better, ~ peso of b =: Aten we iw rae of jand among the know mg ones of the sect, it is passed over 
ness ol thy conversation ; condescend to men of low estate,|as + @ pious fraud.” Itis not a matter of much astonish- 
support the distressed, and patronize the neglected. Be! ment, that Calvinists are so anxious “ /o open new fields for 
great ; but let it be in considering riches as they are,—as missions among the Indians.” The present state, of aivili- 
talents committed to an earthen vessel ;—that thou art but) zed society is too much enlightened, to be any longér the 
ve d Sas ant Rerchag ahd obbeed, te ig Being ae ioe of these “pions fra uds 7” and it is only an the 
they nates sane "yet eee rae bat oe gee photy 5 rome there talents of deception can be exercised te au- 
4 uP ata ‘ee. vantage, J 
If thou art powerful in interest, and standest deified bya) ‘he sentence from which the above motto was taken, 
servile tribe of Gependants,—why shouldst pe ee Prod. says, these good tidings of great joy shall be to all peaple. 
—because they are hungry : Scourge me such sycophants +) Thece is nothing said about “it may be” to all who hear wast 
they gre tutned the herds. af ee, as thine. !helieve it, but it stands posit’Pe—wuicn SHALL BL Goop 
Se it re own eee Om ton sa ee at TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, to all people. Suppose a Puther 
gained thee this emimence :—allow it; but a ou proud,| hath ten sons, over whom he hath an absolute coutronl— 
that thou standest ma place where thou art the mark of nine out of the ten he confines in a dungeon, and seule the 
ene man’s envy, another man’s malice, or a third man’s re-| gate upon them, and dooms them to everlasting darkness 
bh ne kt bot yoies ae preps. mye a eae | and despair ; _ mee _ a herald to proclaim to all his 
and whence bad men will be ready to pull thee down: tlichildren*a feast of go things, of marrow, and wine 
would be proud of nothing that is uncertain. Haman Was | well refined” &e. Aud the voice of this messerizer is heard 
Se fonttg ehiciat ned oe wae ora earn wie trie one 
istinc : oo at Wi ~|willthe nine prisoners feel : 
bits higher than he ever dreamed or thought of. ithem—will it be good news? No, it would enhance their 
Let us pass on to the mpgs rt prem &e. &e. J misery. On the other hand, how would the one poor soul 
thou hast a little, thou wilt be proud of it ™m course ¢ if feel who had to sit down to the table, to the feast, while his 
iste to Lichehrobiten tes pomien : & boanesty ve-lpingrat'c Duonba or tx tonal oiicahaie et tame 
8 g passion : 3 Ssary pa- feelings oi a Demon, or he could not enjey the feast. 
ss of remnants is Sg a sorry object a ipres the best ; | Heaven would become a place of torment aud misery te 
ut more so, when we aya sg ar upon it, as t re poor man him, and not a place of happiness and joy in such a case. 
did of his = Sa ! aster.—for it we hlanaagy It is not a matter of much surprise that so many sects of 
It is treason to say the same of Beauty,—w vatever We | people are so tenacious about the existence of a Devil, tor 
te = om and ee with ban ag ad ae must in ot possess _ eon, pes of the Devil before 
set it off: the weakest minds are most caught with both ;|he can enjoy Heaven on the Calvimstic plan. A benevo- 
being ever glad to win atteation and credit from small and'tent humane Geing, has no chance Tor happiness in the 
slender accidents, through disability oi purchasing them by | Heaven depicted by them; and it matters not a straw 
seer eed be mom oe ay byes» = one heaps rsa being , to sya or or their Hell, 
ws how to speak against it; and when | ppens, he is sure to be miserable im either place. 
that a graceful figure is the habitation of a virtuous soul,—| [ct us make one supposition more, and send one of these 
when the beauty of the face speaks out the modesty and |Cal vinistic Missionaries among our western Indians, with 
humility of the mind, and the justness of the proportion|the aforesaid motto inhis mouth. We are very glad to 
raises our thoughts up to the art and wisdom of the great hear good news, say the Indians, what isit? The Great 
Creator, something may be allowed it, and something te/Spirit you “ ignorantly worship,” my red brethren, who is 
the embellishments which set it off ; and yet, when the/equally the Father of you, as well as of the white people, 
whole apology is read,—it will be found at last, that Beau-'sends me among you to proclaim the Gospel, which is the 
ty, like Truth, never isso glorious as when it goes the|good news I have tocommunicate. What is the Gospel, 
plainest. " . (the inquiring Indians ask? ~=Why, the Great Spirit, yor 
Simplicity is the grent friend to Nature ; and if I woul!l hind and benerolent Father, has made a degree, that he wt? 


Will it be joyful news to 
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maite one out of fen of you completely happy in the world 
of spirts, the remainder are to»be efermaliy miserable. 
Would not the Ind:ans stand horror struck at euch news as 
this? Simple peture teaches them better ideas of the 
Great Soirit. Simple nature teaches them a decirme more 
consistent with the attributes of deity, than this inconsist- 
eni dogma of John Calvin, 

‘To convince my. redders that it is not certain that even 
the Savages are to be deceived by these chvice spirits of 
Christianity, | will present them the speech of Red Jacket, 
in answer to one Jnade by the Rev, Mr. Alexander, a mis- 
sionary from the State of New York, so the Seneca Nation 
of Intiana, in’May 1811. It follows :—- 


Brother—We listened to the talk you delivered to us 
from the Council of black coats in New York. We have 
fully cou:.dered your talk, and the offers you have made 

- us; we perfectly anderstand them, and we return an an- 
swer, Waich we wish you also to understand. In making 
up our minds we have looked back, and remembered what 
has been Jone in our days, and what our fathers have told 
us was done in old times. 


“+ Brother—Great numbers of black coats have been a- 
mongst the Indians, and with sweet voices and smiling faces, 
have offered to teach them the religion of the white people. 
Our bretweu in the Last listened to the black coats—turn- 
ed from the religion of their Fathers, and took up the reli- 
gion of the white people. What good has it done them? 
Are they more happy and more friendly one to another 
than weare? No, brother, they are a divided people— 
we are united—they quarrel about religion—we live in 
love and friendship-—they drmk strong water—have learn- 
ed how to cheat—and to practice all the vices of the white 
men, which disgrace Indians, without imitating the virtues 
of the white men. Brother, if you are our well wisher, 
keep away and do not disturb us. 


* Brother—We do not worship the Great Spirit as the 


— in 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
THE MORALITY OF GOSPEL. 


We attempted im the remarks published in the last num- 
ber of the *Jnguirer,” to show that the moral Cocirines, 
taught by Christ, are almost entirely disregarded, and prac- 
tically expunged from the scriptares, that they are never- 
theless the fundamental doctrines of the christian religion. 
If it is so, that the practical moral precepts aud principles, 
inculcated by the founder of our religion, constitute the 
essential doctrines of christianity, it must certainly be re- 
garded as a lamentable fact, that the clergy should neglect 
them end direet their attention almost exclusively to specu- 
lative matters of theology. Will it be denied that this is 
the case? Wil! it be claimed that the clergy devote their 
attention primarily to instruct mankind in the christian du- 
ties 2 How many of the inumerable volumes of books ef 
a theological character, which have been written by the 
clergy, are deyoted primarily to illustrate and enforce the 
moral doctrines of the gospel? It would be difficult we 
apprehend to find a single volume. How many of the in- 
umerable sermons which are preached every Sabbath, are 
devoted to this object ? Such a sermon would wdeed be a 
rare thing. How many of the almost numberiess religious 
societies, with which our country abounds, are there, the 
|object of which is, to teach and enforce the practice of the 
moral doctrines of our religion? We have heard of Tract 
Societies, Missionary Societies, Bible Societies, and Societies 
for the Education of Pious Young Men ; but we know of 
no society for teaching and spreading the moral precepts of 
the gospel. Our country is mandated with religious tracts 
as they are called, but are any of them of a moral tendency ? 
These being intended for children and youths, it would be 
peculiarly suitable, that they should be of a moral charac- 
iter. The christian doctrines of love and benevolence, 

might be impressed on the minds of youth with the most 
happy effect. These doctrines would tend to soften the 
| passions, to give them a proper direction, and imbue the 








white people do, but we believe that forms of worship are) yeuthful mind, with just and social feelings and principles. 
in "ifferent to the Great Spirit. Itis the offering of @ sin- But instead of this, their minds are distracted with cate- 
cere heart that pleases him, ayd we worsiip him in this! chisms, and abstracts of faith, and frightful stories about 
manier. ; \conviction and conversion, a mysterious end incomprehen- 

* Brother—For these reasons we cannot receive your of-!sible work, by an unknown and irresistible power. | Why 
fers, we have other thinks to do, and beg you to make your | js it that men of sense, intelligence and liberal views dis- 
mind easy, and not trouble us, lest our heads should be too | countenance the circulation of religious tracts? Is it not 
much Joaded, and by and by’burst.” : | because they are not of a preceptive or moral character ? 

it is worthy of remark, that the Indians in their counsels} No man can feel opposed to the diffusion, of the moral doc- 
not only address each other, but the white people, under! trines of the christian system, even among children ; if they 
the appellation of Brother—a convincing proof of their ideas! did not understand them so that they could do any good, 
of the great connection of the human fomily. That we all) they would certainly do no hurt. But canthis be said of 
sprang from the same great spirit, are all his children.—|the practice which prevails, of attempting to initiate the 





Have the same hope, aud partake of the same nature. Al- 
tho’ these natives of the forest are unacquainted with the 
character of Chrisi, we discover a measure of his spirit in 
the above speech. They have an idea “ of love and friend- 
ship’ —the offering of @ sincere heart,’ &e. How different 
from the popular doctriues of the day. There is no offer- 
ing acceptable to God anless it comes through the channel 
o! (aeir own forms—and whoever cannot subscribe to their 
creeds, and follow in their tracta, are ruprobates, destined 
for the wrath of a vindictive God! Lavaior says, “ As 
your God, so are you”"-—and visa verse. If this maxim be 
true, and generally speaking there can be no doubt of it, 
the disposition of any feces can be easily discovered by 
finding out what sort ofa character he ascribés to his God. 
It follows of course, that if mankind would but study the 
true character of their Heavenly Father, and so far as they 
can understand it, copy after it, more humanity, more phi- 
lantbropy, more love and friendship, would be manifest to- 
wards each other. Our Heavenly Father is not a God of 
wrath, buta God of love, The scriptures teach this—the 
book of nature teaches it, and no person not wrapt up in 
self-righteousness, bigotry and superstition, can look about 
him without seeing it. It is so manifest and plain, “ that he 
tho sees moy read,” and he who reads may understadd. 


youthful mind into the dogmas of orthodoxy? What can 
be more absurd and unjustifiable than to put symbols of 
faith, into the hands of children: to attempt to instruct 
them in the subtleties of scholastic divinity, which are ack- 
nowledged to be incomprehensible to the soundest and 
clearest intellect ? What more preposterous than to un- 
dertake to instruct them in the doctrines of the trinity, the 
eternal generation of Christ, miraculous conversion, free 
agency and predestination, free grace and elective grace, &c. 
Are not those subjects, if not absolutely incomprehensible, 
more abstruse and difficult than any other branch of meta- 
physical learning, or than the mathematics? The inter- 
menable disputes and controversies which they have occa- 
sioned is conclusive evidence that they are. 

Does it alter the case because these doctrines and myste- 
ries are printed and circulated in primers and tracts, instead 
of quarto volumes? “Pigmies are pigmies still, though 
perched on the Alps, and pyramids ar¢ pyramids in vales ;” 
and mysterious and incomprehensible doctrines, are not the 
less mysterious because contained in primmers, tracts or 
chap-books. Is it supposedthat youth can understand these 
primmer mysteries? If not, why are they put into their 
hands? Is it to sow the seeds of the noxious weeds of su- 
perstition, in an uncultivated soil, and before salutary 





‘plants have sprung up, to ensble them te take deep root, and 
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produce an abundant crop? Is it thought necessary to in- 
cline the tender twig into the windiag and crooked form of 
orthodoxy, from fear that it would otherwise grow in a 
straight aad x way? Is it deemed necessary that the 
seeds of orth should be implanted im the miads of 
youth, that th y “grow with their growth and strength- 
en with theirstrength ?” Ii not, why are those subjects 
which all must admit are entirely above the capacity of 
children, attempted te be taught to them? ‘Truth does 
not require the aid of prejudice; it is only error that can 
need such support. Truth always addresses itself to the 
understanding ; it only asks for candid examination, and in- 
telligence and capacity to decide. But it issaid, it is ne- 
cessary to “ train up a child in the way he should go,” after 
he arrives to years of discretion. ‘True, it is necessary that 
the conduct of a child and the examples set before him, 
should be correct ; and itisalso useful to go farther and 
impress his mind with just and suitable, moral maxims and 
principles ; and where can these be derived from 4 purer 
source than the gospel. But is it necessary that a person 
should form his relig.ous opmions before he attains to years 
of discretion ? Or in other words, that he should be indu- 
ced to decide upon a subject acknowledged to be more im- 
portant than any other, to adopt his religious faith, at a pe- 
riod when he is confessedly incompetent to do it. 

If such is the milk, which is administered to youth, what 
is the meat, which is dealt out to adults? This is of the 
same character as it cannot be sfronger; all are fed with the 
same spiritual food, administered by the same hands. In- 
stead of instructing their flocks how to act, the labours of 
the clergy are almost entirely directed toteach them what 
to believe, instead of teaching mankind to love one another, 
they are, taught to condemn all who do not believe accor- 
ding to a certain standar] of faith. Instead of their being 
instructed that to practice justice, and love mercy, is con- 
forming to the law of God, and renders them acceptable to 
their Maker, they are told that it is dangerous to rely upon 
their good deeds. 

Are mankind ‘nstructed, that long prayers and all the 
forms of religion are of uo avail; that circumcision is 
nothing and uncirenmefsion nothing, but the ing of the 
commandments ; that true religion does not consist of obser- 
vances, or of meats and drinks ; that meat commendeth us 
not to God, for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if 
we eat not are we the worse ; that the kingdom of God is 
not meat nor drink, but righteousness and peace ; that he 
who says he knows God and keeps not his commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him ; but whoso keepeth 
his word in him verily is the love of God perfected. 

Ave they taught that pure and undefiled religion is this, 
to visitthe widew and fatherless, & keep themselves unspot- 
ted from the world? Are these the tests which are adopt- 
ed, to determine the christian character of individuals? 
Far otherwise. Where the claims of a person for church- 
membership are examined, the solemn inquest which is .in- 
stituted is entirely of a different character. He is strictly 
interrogated as to his faith, or opinions, to ascertain whether 
he is orthudox, and also as to what they call, his experience, 
which consists of a supposed miraculous operation of the 
power of God upon him, and in which he was entirely pas- 
sive. No inquiry is made as to his moral character, or 
whether he observes and practices the christian virtues. 


substituted in their place. Those who have so entirely 
presented and mistaken the spirit and doctrines of christian- 
ity, certainly act, consistent when they deny the name of 
christian to those who believe and profess to practice the 
essential doctrines ef the christian religion—the moral du- 
ties and precepts, the spirit of love and benevolence, taught 
by its Founder. 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
SATURDAY, Nov. 30, 1822. 


On perusing the Sermon delivered on the mount, by the 
Saviour of the world, our attention is arrested by those 
moral precepts and requirements, which shine through the 
whole of the discourse ; and which, at the close, ere all. 
summed up in this plain and simple sentence ; “ ‘There- 
fore all things whatsoever ye would, that men should do te 
you, do you even so to them ; for this is the law and the 
prophets.” This by way of eminence has been called the 
“ Go_pen Rue” as embracing all the moral virtues that 
can <lignify man, and as being all that is required by the 
law and the prophets. 

Governed by this rule, we yield obedience to every mor- 
al and Christian virtue. We leve our neighbors es our- 
selves—we wish them all the good we desire to enjoy our- 
selves,—we seek their happiness with our own. Iufluen- 
ced by this heavenly disposition, to do to others, as we 
weuld wish them to do to us,—all stealing, swearing. lying, 
cheating, backbiting, slander, ill will, anger, strife, and ev- 
ery evil work cease from our land; and love, good will, 
and peace prevail. In this rule of life, we have the stm 
total of our duty to one another, as commanded by the 
eternal God, and the whole substance of the christian reli- 
gion in relation to that duty, as an obedience to its requisi- 
tions fulfil all the law and the prophets. 
We cannot be considered as Christians, nor as the friends 
of Jesus unless we obey his commandments, for he says “ if 
ye love me keep my commandments,” again“ ye are my 
friends if ye do whatsoever | command you.” As far then, 

we fall short in doing to others, as we would they should 

to us ; we fall shortof being Christians, notwithstand- 
ing all our pretensions, and attendance to external forms of 
worship. We may talk asmuch as we please about our 
love to God, of our piety and regard for religion, We may 
pray, and fast as oft as did the Pharisees of old, and pay 
tithes of anise, mint and cummin, but after all, be destitute 
of genuine Christianity ; as Dr. Watts has justly observed, 


“If love to God, and love to men, 
Be absent, all my hopes are vain, 

Nor tongues nor gifts nor fiery zeal 
The works of love can e’er fulfil.” 


With this plain rule before us, we should 
that a person could be found professing to be a disciple of 
Christ, and yet daily violating what the law and the proph- 
ets require. Butif we look into the history of the world, 
we shall find that those, who have made the greatest protes- 
sion of religion, and have claimed all the piety and goodness 
in the world, have been the most gross violaters of this 
Gou.DEN RULE. 

It will be unnecessary to dwell on those scenes of mur- 














whether he has exhibited the spirit of love, charity and be- 
nevolence; he is not brought to the seripture test, and re- 
. quired to answer, whether he has given meat to the hungry, 

drink to the thirsty, opened his doors to the stranger, cloth- 
ed the naked, or visited and administered to the sick and 
imprisoned. ‘To determine whether a man is a christian, 
(for this is the object of the examination) it is not necessa- 
ry to ascertain whether he possesses, the spirit of christian- 
ily or whether, he practices the morality of the gospel ; it is 
only necessary to know that he is orthodox in faith, sunpo- 
ses he has been converted, and attends to the external ob- 
servances of religion. The doctrines of Christ, which are 
moral doctrines, are disregarded, and the doctrines of men 





der, and cruelty practised by Roman Catholics, which all 
protestants are ready to condemn, nor need we say much 
on the afflictions endured by the dissenters from the Epis~- 
copal Church in England, which drove them to seek an 
asylum in thiscountry—nor yet will we harrow up the 
feelings by recounting the sufferings of the Quakers, and 
Baptists, on the shores of New England, by those who had 
fied from persecution, in hopes of enjoying li of con- 
science. But it is our duty as these scenes are continued te 
the present day, and we bebold the same violation of the 
rule before us, to stir up the mind to look into these things. 








It is wcll known, thata few years since when Presbyteri- 
ans were the dominant sect—especially in this State, anc 
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the Baptists began to show themselves. They were brow- 
beaten, trampled upon, and abused. Their property was 
taken from them to pay Presbyterian ministerial taxes. 
They were considered as the lowest dregs of community, 
and whosoever spake in their favor, or assisted them in sup- 
porting their elder, orin building a Meesing -House, was 
ecandalized, abused and threatened with a loss of popular- 
ity or office, if he assisted or countenanced them. Then it 
was our Baptist brethren could talk of persecution, and 
vememher the golden rule, “As ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye also unto them.” 

When the Methodists made their appearance, our Bap- 
tist brethren were in some measure eased from the lash, 
by their kissing the hand that held the rod, and forgetting 

the Christian precept so much admired, in the day of their 
_ trouble, joined with their oppressors in oppressing others. 

The smiles of those, who had formerly frowned upon them, 
and who had denied them the name of Christians, made 
them forget their friends who had supported them in the 
reign of terror, and in-the day of persecution; and they 
‘were numbered with the persecutors, the vidlaters of the 
Golden rule. 

As it has been with the Baptists, so it is, in a measure, 
with the Methodists.. Inthe day of ther weakness, they 
could believe there were some good men among Univer- 
salists. Universalism was much better than Calvinism. 
If they were to change their religioussentiment, they would 
be Universalists. But lo, an union is proposed, and Calvin 
shakes hands with Arminius, free agency becomes the com- 
panion of Predestination and eternal decress, close com- 
munion and open communion, the Baprisep. and the Un- 
BAPTISED, associate in sweet fellowship. For what? ‘To 
put down Universalism. To violate the golden rule, “as 
ye would that men should do unto ye, do ye also unto them.” 

Whoever looks into the history of the church from the 
time of the reformation, will find the remarks of the face- 
tious Sir Richard Steele, in his letter to the porg perfectly 
correct. He says speaking of this persecution. “It puts 
me in mind of a play which I have seen am some mer- 
ry people: A man strikes his next neighbour with all his 
force ; and he instead of returning it to the man who gave 
it, commnnicates it with equal zeal and strength to anh. 
er ; and this to another ; and so it circulates, till it returns 
perhaps to him who set the sport agoing-—Thus your Floli- 
ness begins the attack. You call us hereticks and schis- 
maticks ; and burn and destroy us as such : though God 
knows there is no more right any where to use hereticks 
er schismaticks barbarously, than those who think and 
speak as their superiors bid them. But so it is. You 
thunder out the sentence against us. We think it ill man- 
ners to give it you back again ; but we throw it out upon 
the next brethren that come in our way ; and they upon 
others : and so it goes round, till some perhaps have sense 
and courage enough, to throw it back upon those who first 
began the disturbance, by pretending to authority where 
there can be none.” 

Whatever Universalists may suffer, from the formidable 
opposition that is arrayed agaist them, it is their duty to 
earefully conform to all the moral duties, enforced in that 
Sprmon delivered by the Ssviowr of the world, who has 
kindly summed up every duty into one simple*sentence, 
which ought to be engraven on every heart, and ought ev- 
er to be the rule of practice. “As ye would that others 
should do unto you do ye also unto them, for this is the law 
and the prophets.” 

As to this union so much urged both by Presbyterians 
and oa wom in which Methodists take a part. Time will 
draw the veil, which now in some measure hides their de- 
signs. To them, we say, Gentlemen, take care that ye fall 
not out bythe way. Remember the declaration of the 
learned, and the wise Gamaliel—if this work or this coun- 
cil be of God, ye cannot overthrow it. 








To Universalists, we say, brethren let us adopt the lan- 


guage of the apostle, “if God be for us, who can be against! 
us." Pursve asteady and determined course in the cause: 


INQUIRER. 

i on = 
of TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, and leave the event witk 
God. “ His council shall stand and he will do all his pleas- 
ure. Remember, although “ many are the devices in @ 
man’s heart, nevertheless the council of th rd that shall 
stand.” Observe then the GoLpEN neni your words 
and actions, and so “ let your light shine men, that 
others seeing your good works, mey glorify your Father 
which is in Heaven.” 






We accidentally a few days since, found 2 Sermon 
preached at New Milford in 1802, by the late Rev. Stanley 
Griswold, which contains such just sentiments, and such 
clear and conclusive arguments in defence of the right of 
private judgment in religion ; and exhibits in so strong a 
light the absurdity, as well as the unjustifiableness of in- 
tolerance that we could not forbear to make an extract 
from it. Whilst we have reason to feli¢itate ourselves that 
at the present time a very different spirit prevails in this 
state, from that which characterized the periéd when this 
sermon was delivered ; yet it is but too true, that the same 
spirit of religious intolerance is- not yet extinct ; it still 
exists among us, differing only in degree. At that penod 
political objects were blendid with ecclesiastical, and the 
spirit of religious intolerance was embittered by a politi- 
cal spirit of party. The standing order, as the congrega- 
tionalists were then called, were at that time, clothed with 
power, what has always been a wonderful stimulant te 
clerical zeal. That it may not be forgotten, what the spirit 
of the dominant clergy in this State has been, it may not 
be improper to add, that for such sentiments as are con- 
tained in this sermon, Mr. Griswold, was persecuted by the 
combined power of Church and State, and driven out of 
Connecticut. He was compelled to abandon the land of 
his fathers and his birth, and to seek an asylum and employ- 
ment in the then wilderness of the West. At a period no 
more distant than this, such sentiments as are contained m 
this sermon, were regarded both as heresy in religion and 
treason in politics,in Connecticut. The author of them 
could hardly have expected so great a change im so short a 
period. When we see what has been effected with feeble 
means and comparatively little exertion, have not the 
friends of truth and liberality, reason to take courage and 
persevere in their efforts, nor sulfer themselves to become 
“weary in well doing.” 


“ By opinion is meant opinion merely. and not the making 


‘use of it purposely to stir up broils and strife, wantonly to 


excite parties and needless divisions, or to influence others 
to do evil. Opinzon strictly speaking, is what lies within 
the mind, it is our thought or belief. Divulging this opin- 
ion is an action, and an action for which, if it be done with 
the design just mentioned, a man may be accountable te 
society. 

“ But, merely for having the opinion, for thinking, be the 
opinion what it may, even if it be erroneous, I apprehend 
no good reason can be assigned, why a person ought to be 
molested by his fellow creatures. The supposition is, he 
takes no pains to divulge and spread it with the sinister 
view to raise factions, excite needless divisions, or to influ- 
ence others to evil. He only offers it perhaps in his own 
defence, or in reply to another’s inquiry, or it is drawn 
from him by compulsion, or perhaps he is only suspected of 
holding it. In short, he wishes not to trouble or hurt his 
fellow creatures with it, nor does he trouble or hurt them 
with it. Why thenshould they hurt him ?--- What ground 
of action have they against him? He has done no hurt. 
If he is easy, they ought tobe easy. Nay, they ought te 
encourage him to be easy and keep his opinion (if it be an 
hurtful one) to himself, not provoke him by hard, rigor- 
ous usage to divulge it abroad and do mischief with it. It 
is strange how the usurpers of authority over men’s prin- 
ciples, whether political or religious, have totally mistaken 
their own policy. For, by rigorous measures they have 
done more to publish and propagate the obnoxious princi- 
ples, than the sopporters of such prineiples could have doxte 
by the most perfect freedont. 
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“If it be said, the erroneous person ought to be taken in{do evil, it condemns and torments. 
hand for the good of his own soul,to make him renounce) If a person should endeavour to propagate an opinion, 
his error and better. Let me ask, is this the way that it is right to steal, to lie, to cheat, to rob, to murder, or 
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to make him ter. Is this the way to do his soul, to do any thing which conscience, or“ the law written om 
good? I beg say, it is just the reverse, and has|the heart,” plainly condemns, such person, even though he 
béen proved ov over again through all.the melan- 


himself be not guilty of these crimes in an overt form, yet 
choly history of human proceedings from this day upwards. |justly subjects himseif to the reprehension and censure of 


Ju one way, however, it has sometimes done persons good,|all his fellow creatures, and as the case may be I believe tu 
that is, by making them stick closer to their principles.|some severer punishment. Could we be content to have a 
This, when the sufferer happens to be on the side of truth,|person of this description run about and inculcate these 
must be acknowledged to be a benefit to him. And such{crimes upon our children and upon simple ones? Certain- 
victims almost always happen to be the friends of truth.\ly we could not and ought. Such an one ought to be ta- 


But supposing they might be persons really erroneous, the|ken up, and if he will not cease to teach these things, he 
only proper way to handle them, if we mean io do their|should not only be censured and reprimanded, but abso- 
souls good, or make them believe better, is to handle them 


n lutely confined from running at large to poison society and 
with sound arguments, love and kind treatment. Men areéjunhinge it from its foundations.. Such an one | believe 
not to be driven im these matters. They are mot to be} would be liable upon good principles of law and reason te 
brought to renounce their opinions by menaces, stripes, im-|be punished as an aecessary, at least as an adviser and mover 
prisonments, privations or by any coercive measures. Wasjof the crimes of his pupil. Suppose one of his simple dis- 
the faith of Paul in the least weakened by any of these|ciples should commit murder, and it should appear that he 
thiags? On the contrary we find he “ gloried in them.” |did it in consequence of what this person had taught him 
These measures may make hypocrites: buta sincere Chris-|on that subject ; although perhaps it should not be sufficient 
tian never was made by means like these. Men can be/to hang the teacher, yet it ought to subject him to some 
brought truly to renounce their opinions only by conviction) kind of punishment, and I think of considerable severity.” 
of the truth, by reasoning, by arguments addressed to their (To be continued.) 
understandings. Love and gentleness may greatly aid the 
force of argument and hasten conviction. But, threats, DEDICATION. 
eeusures, persecutions, rough, abusive treatment, tend only) On Wednesday the 20th inst the Universatist Caar- 
to repel, and all the conviction they carry with them is that : if.» 
ef the unchristian, savage barbarity of such as deal in this|™“ erected by the Finst Universa.ists Society in Prov- 
traffic. idence, (R. I.) was dedicated to the worship ef Almighty 

“ The position therefore is doubtless true with respect to|God. ‘The services were as follows. Reading of selected 
what is strietly opinion, that a man ought not to be moles- f seri PYs b 
ted in any shape for his opinions, be they what they may.|P#s*4ges of scripture by Rev. H. Batrov, 2d. of Roxbury, 


But the divulging of an opinion with the wanton view to|/(Ms.) Introductory and Dedicatory prayer by Rev. R, 
excite broils and cause needless dissentions, or to influence 


1S Come. ‘ . e. Carriave, of Hartford, (Conn.) Sermon by Rev. H.- 
it eren g. his i e , 
pe by La ip emt oo . pant rg ae lity. — Baxwovu, of Boston. Text Genesis, 28, 17.—* How dread- 
this, I believe is often confounded in the question, how far|ful is this place! this is none other than the house of God, 
men are liable for their opinions? And tends not a little| and thisis the gateof heaven.” Concluding prayer by Rev. 
to embarrass the subject of free toleration. T Wunrtt f Cambri mM PB 
“ But I beg not to be understood as if the promulging of Ee ee Te ot, oe ridgeport, /Ms.) sae 
an opinion-with an honest view were blameable and immor-|‘diction by Rev. H. Bauiov. 
al. A person may be honest in divulging some kinds of| Several appropriate and judiciously selected Hymns ané 
epinions, believing them to be highly important to belay Anthem, sung by the Choir in masterly and elegant 
known and embraced by mankind. In this he is no schis- PPP ; 5 
matic ; he does it not from the wanton desire to embroil so-|*tyle were interspersed through the services. The audi- 
ciety and throw it into phn = cones : but is a ence were numerous and crowded to excess, the body of 
ous and sincere, like the apostles of old. o more than line : 
the apostles ought such an one to be molested. theCuarat pape, wages Aware with Lana A number @ 
“But certain opinions may be attempted to be propaga- of the Clergy of different denominations in Providence and 
ted; in which no honest view can possibly exist, and for|its vicinity, attended the services, 
which a person would justly be accountable to society. To! pe Cyaper is built ona new plan, combining all the 
know what these are, brings up once more the necessity of}... . : - : 
& Mae ' facilities of hearing and seeing the Speaker and Choir of 
“ What then is the line which should divide those opin-| Singers, without turning. It is large and commodious be- 
ions which may be promulgated with impunity, from those |ing 60 by 86 feet on the ground, and does honor to the ar- 
which cannot be propagated without guilt ? : 7 
« This line I hold te be very plain, even so plain that “he |°hitect who planned and executed the work. The House 
who runs may read it.” 1 believe bas gad ag a thing as|cost $19,000. On Thursday there was a sale of the Pews ; 
a Conscience in man, an inherent sense of right and wrong hi 
in every intelligent creature through the world. Some ee Seneete Cen euneeenr ae 916,000 were scum sre 
speculatists have pretended to doubt the reality af such a which there has been several private sales, Thus a society 
principal in ; but were never able to divest themselves which has been formed about two years, and which com- 
of it. aan scriptures oe ly ee et Or) menced with, FIFTEEN or TWENTY members, now possess 
ling it “ the law written eart. y spe | , pie iinet 
* the thoughts of men either accusing or else excusing one|*" ©s@nt and commodious house, and have become a nu- 


another,” and of the “Gentiles doing by nature the things) merous and respectable society daily increasing in numbers. 
eontained in the law,” and of their “being a law unto them- 




















. May the Lord continue to bless and prosper them. 
selves.” 

“ We all feel this principle operating with a sure and NOTICE. 
Unconfrolable sway within us. It is indeed a Monitor, 


the Vice-gerent of God Almighty in the soul. I suppose|_ ¥- B+ Cannsave@@ill preach the rimst and rime 
it to be inseparable from rational faculties. When we do Sunday in each month in this City, and on the sreonp in 
good, it appreves and spealse peace to the mind. When we! Pequonack. 
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Sa et ee 
The following from the Gospel Herald, may be equally, _— “drop as the rain, and distil as the dew. 
Satisfactory to many of our readers, who have perused that| oubt not, ; : 
wonderful production of Mr. Judson, which has been styl- am hearing, and hearing by the | ew Rom. 
” : : 

ed the* Unanswered and Unanswerable” refutation of Many will remember that the wo is,* He 
hrist] shai bruse thy [the serpent’s] head”—* destroy 


Uuiversalism. _ ec 
eath, and him that hath the power of death, that is the 
devil”—and, in him, all nations, families, and kindred 
of the earth shall be blessed.” They will remember that 
there is this essential difference betwixt the word of God 
and the word of man, that tie first says a/Mmankind shall be 
ory in Crist, and the last says only a part shall be thus 
es ¢ 
That the first is God’s covenani, and thie last man’s cov- 
enant. ‘That the first reads, “In thy seed [Christ] shall all 
nations be blest; and the last reads,“ God having from 
all eternity, elected some to everlasting life.” These things, 
we trust, they will remember, and testify, by their conduct, 
that they prefer the covenant of God, which is “ well-or- 
dered in all things aad sure,” to the covenant of man, which 















A FEW WORDS. 


« We have received a number of letters from our friends 
in Connecticut, relative to Mr. Roswell Judson, the pre- 
tended confuter of Mr. Kneeland’s Lectures. We are not 
surprised that astonishment should be expressed that re- 
spectable clergymen should lend their names to counte- 
nance this production. The book brings to our recollec- 
tion an account of an Atheistical writer in England, who, 
supposing himself near dying, sent for a clergyman, and ex- 
nae his abhorrence of his former sentiments ; saying, 

should 





die contended if his books could be collected and 
burnt. His mind was filled with apprehensions of the evil 
they might occasion to those who readthem. “ Give your- 


self no uneasines whatever, on that head,” said the clergy- 
inan, “for your arguments are so weak, and your principles 
80 absurd, you may rest asured no person can possibly be 
fool enough to be deluded by them ‘” 





From the Universalists Magazine. 
NEW ASSOCIATION OF UNNIVERSALIST. 


eeably to the previous arrangements, Brs. Hosea 
Ballou, David Ballou, Hosea Ballou, 2d., Hubbard H. 
Winchester, and John Brooks, convened at Br. Elizur Cam- 
berlin’s, in Bernardstown, Mass. on Thursday the 10th day 
‘ of October, inst. and formed an Association, by the name of 
the“ Franklin Association, of Universalists.” made choice 
ef Brs.!David Ballou, Moderator, and John Brooks, Clerk. 


- Attended publick worship, at the Rev. Mr. Roger's 
Meeting-house, at half past 10 o’clock, A. M. 
First prayer by Br. H. H. Winchester. 


Sermon by Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d., from Isaiah xxix. 13, 
14, “ Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do hon- 
or me, but have removed their heart far from me, and 
their fear towards me is ts.aght by the precept of men, 
Therefore behold I will prowced to do a marvellous work 
anda wonder ; for the wisdom of their wise men shall per- 
ish, andthe understanding of their prudent men shall be 
hid.” 

The insidiogs and baneful character of hypocrisy was 
very strikingly and faithfully drawn, anu its punishment, 
in the destruction of the wisdom of the wise, and the un- 
derstanding of the prudent, exhibited. The mind of the 
hearer was surprised at the exhibition of those glaring 
absurdities which wise and prudent men, through the 

ile of hypocrisy, have adopted into their religious creeds, 
fh different ages ofthe world. The conclusion could hard- 
ly fail of bemg made that, even in this enlightened age 
and country, the dreadful calamity is endured of having 
amongst us wise men whose wisdom is perished, and pru- 
dent men whose understanding is hid, in consequence of 
that fear towards God which is taught by the precept of 
men, and which causes its victims to draw near unte God 
with their mouth and to honor him with their lips, while 
their heart is far from him—necessarily far from him by 
reason of the implacable disposition which they suppose! 
him to possess. 

Concluding prayer by Br. Brooks. 

Public worship ,commenced in the afternoon with 


gospel of God 


is ill ordered in many things, and exceedingly precarious. 


Concluding prayer and benediction by the same. 


The public exercises were enlivened by the perform- 
ances of a good choir of singers. 


In the evening a discourse was delivered by Br. David 
Ballou, from Col. i. 28,“ Whom we preach, warning 


. 


every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, that we 
muy present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 


The speaker pointed out three essentially different ways 
in which Christ is preached, viz. 

1. As a whole Saviour of a part, and a part only, of th« 
human race. 

2. As part of a Saviour of all men, and a whole Saviour 
of none, 

3. As a whole Saviour of all men. 


The preacher made it very evident that the last is the 
, Who “sent his Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.” ‘ 

The Association retired to Br. J. Connable’s, and com- 
pleted their business, by— 


1. Yoting that the several Universalian churches and 


societies in this region be requested to send delegates to 


the next session of this Association. 
2. Appointed Brs. David Ballou, H. H. Winchester, 


and John Brooks, a committee to attend the General Con- 
vention, to be holden at Clinton, N. Y. on the 3d Wed- 


nesday and ‘i‘hursday in September next, and request that 


this Association may be received into their fellowship, and 


placed under their patronage. 
3. Adjourned, to meet again at Whitingham, Vt. on the 


Ath Wednesday of September, A. D, 1823. 


Per Order, 
JOHN BROOKS. 
—s +o 
DIED. 

In this City, Mr. Caleb Spencer, aged 40. In this towa» 
Miss Abagail Turner, aged 76; widow Mary Stanley aged 
7%. 

At Petersburgh, (Va.) on the 28th ult. Mr. Gurfison 
Marshall, formerly of Chatham, Con. | 

In Dudley, Mass. on Thursday the 7th inst. Mr. Lucraw 
NicHoxs, Student in the Jumor Class, Browa University, 
Providence, R. I. aged 19 years. 





prayer, by Br. David Ballou. 


a a eo 





arge and respectable audianee were then entertained 

and instructed by the word od, dispensect by our 
uch beloved and faithful brother, Hosea Ballou. Never 
listen with more profound attention, and, we 

trust, spiritual profit. Most truly did the doctrine of divine 
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